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CHAPTER 1

Of course, my
wish much to have these people
here. must be asked,” sald Lady
Caroline, regarding her husband at-
through the handle of the
The children had just left

s0 she a good op

dear George, if you
very

they

tentive
tea-urn
the room thought it
portunity of finally learning his wishes
on this subject without the interven
tion of Mildred's rather
opinions It is a dreadful nuisance
she sald-—“and I dou’t suppose they are
the very nicest people in the world
for the girls to know; but, if you see
no way out of the difficulty, of
there is nothing more to be sald

Nothing: it cannot hel
at all events,” Sir George returned

runuing his eyes ruefully over a
ter which he held In his hand
was an old schoolfellow of mine
know: and
to come and =
but write and v
and his family will

Exactly 80" assented lady Caro-
line, “but 1t i& a horrible bore for all
that. And how they are to be amused
is more than I ean tell you. There is
a4 son, is there not, and a daughter™

“Yes, & son and & daughter As t0
amusing them, the young gentleman
will bhunt, ! suppose, and probably
ruln one of my best hunters before he
leaves; and the girl-—oh, I should think
she will do very well sald Sir George,
cavallerly Mildred will manage
about that, and will get some fellows
to meet her'

“How did he make his money
Lady Caroline asked presently, and
then began to think with dismay of
what the whole countryside would say
It was eminently aristocratic, the coun-
tryside, and never had It as yet Intro
duced within the sacred boundaries of
its circle such a horror a family
polluted by trade

“Cofton,” answered Sir George brief
ly. and then his wife felt tha:
the cup of her afMiction was full

If it only had been wine,” she maid
hopeless|y I am sure | don't know
what the Deveriils will think: and of
ocourse the girl will be unbeara
sides’” - with a sigh It will
an additional expense.’

“True,” returned her husband., and
the lines lald by care upon his fuoe be
came more clearly defined; “"but, as
#aid bLelore, darling. It can not !
helped, 80 we¢ must only make the
of 1t.”

But Lady Caroline could not “make
the best of it then, and so went
out of the room to consult with Mildred
of whose sympathy she was certaln
the girl being more opposed the
coming of thelr visitors than even she
could be

Seven children had blessed the mar-
riage of and
lady Caroline First there was
Oharles, the helr, a great, tall, good
looking fellow, with a careless, sweet
temper—"as like hiz father t that
age,” sald his mother, “as ever a boy
could be.” He was aboul twenty-six at
this time, and held & commission in a
cavalry regiment After him came
Florence, who resembled nobody in
particular, and had married during her
first season—very desirably indeed-—a
Mr. Talbot, of very prepossessing ap-
pearance— when had any expres-
#lon in his face, which was seldom and
the owner of considerable property
sbout twelve miles from King's Ab-
bott.

'lt was always a great sonrce of com-
fort to Lady Caroline’s anxious mind
that Florence had 'got off” so well
before Mildred was old enough to
make her bow to the world Had
Harry Talbot dallled in his love-mak-
ing for two years longer—as some
young men are in the habit of dally-
Ing - instead of coming to the point
at once—llke a much-to-he-applanded
gentleman, as he was - lLady Caroline
would not have answered for the con-
woquences. Mildred, her father's darl-
Ing, was so much more beauti{ful—such
& slight, exquisite girl she appeared,
with the darkest violet eyes and the
most enviable golden halr imaginable

And yet, In spite of all her beaunty,
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she had not half the number of lovers |
ber sister Mabel conld count, who was |

barely elghteen, and not nearly so
handsome, Mildred being cold and
proud, and almost haughty In her man-
ner to mirangers, Pride of birth was
the rock on which she stumbled. Any
family without a pedigree, no matter
how rich and how well received by
society In general, was as an sbomine-
tion in her sight

In between these two came BEddie,
who was about nineteen at this time,
& merry. reckless fellow, handsome as
an Apolio
wmongst all the women In the county,
far and near, old and young.
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Mildred at home and M
were very different persons. She was
most capable of loving, but her unfort
unate coldness of demeanor preventsd
this from acknowl:
edged. Only her own people knew her
tender, loving heart, and returned her
affection o kind
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being universa
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were st present undergoing
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George, and presently the
followed suit; after which their master
Rave up the gloomy penance, to the
great relief of the household at King's
Abbott, who were considerably put out
by It, and having kissed his wife, did
not go farm for severa
days
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deed George's was Incapable
of concenling u secrel  and these two
in "mammas” dis
cussing probabilities and improbabiil
ties, sad the selling of “"pepa’s’” hunt
ers, until Mildred at length suggested
that the annua! visit to London should
be given up--for this ak
events

The Trevanions were determined
also to follow up thelr lately begun
economical desigus by having a qulet
autumn and winter at home, and had
actually made up thelr minds, with
Spartan hereism, not even to invite
their usual number of friends for the
hunting season at King's Abbott, when
there reached them the unlucky letter
from the Younges, sayving
the head of the family desired 10 see
the friend of his boyhood —npamely, Sir
Georege

This letter put a full stop to all their
plans, and was looked upon as a brain-
'I.luw in more ways than one, as not
only dfd It Insure an expensive win
ter, hut, what was woree, upon exam-
ination It was discovered that thes
friends of Sir George's youth were
| most disreputate in thelr antecedents,
| having been in trade. A ootton mer
chant! It sounded horrible! Cotton
conld not possibly mean angything but
low birth, and low birth of ecourse
meant volgarity

lady Caroline groaned in spirit, and
thought dismally of what the Dever-
ilis and the Blounts an¥l the Stanleys
would say, finally going off to counsult
with her prime minister Mildred

“It ¥ all over,” she began; “they
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(To be continuned.)
Markings on Mars

Astronomers now agree that the
markings on the surface Mars form
a complete network of narrow, straight
lines crossing the entire face of the
planet in all directions, and are always
visible The narrowest are thirty to
forty miles wide. Two hundred of
so-called canals have been

Many observers belleve them
stretches of land darkened an
nunlly by vegetation and lald out in
strips to factiate irrigation It 1Is
supposed from the unity in the design
of the network that the inhabitants
| of Mars are under one government and
| are highiy skilled in the engineering
| demanded by the fact that the planet
| is entirely without ruinfall, Students
in hydranlics expect great things from
the continued study of Mars,

these
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Peter the Great of Russia bhad & very
red face, corsred with pimples from
| drinking. He was callad the White
| Czar on account of the white robe he

| wore on stale occasions,
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